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FINLAND (SUOMI) 

Finland was gradually conquered and colonized by the kings of Sweden starting in the reign of Sverker I in 
the middle of the 12 th century. More impressive results were achieved with a Swedish crusade in 1249, which 
conquered much of Finland and subjugated it to Swedish lay and ecclesiastical authority. Members of the 
Swedish royal house were now occasionally invested with the title “duke of Finland,” but no lasting feudal 
principality was established. From 1362 Finnish representatives acquired the right to participate in the election 
of Swedish kings. In 1579 king Johan III, who had been duke of Finland in 1556—1563, took the title “grand 
prince of Finland,” without, however, effecting any administrative change. In 1742 the Russians overran Finland 
and duke Karl Peter Ulrich of Holstein Gottorp (the future emperor Petr III of Russia) was chosen as king. 
Before he could secure his throne, however, he was named heir to Russia, and the Russians made peace with 
Sweden. Swedish rule ended in 1809, when Finland was permanently taken over by Russia and converted into an 
autonomous grand principality (usually called grand duchy in western historiography) with the Russian emperor 
as its grand prince. In 1812 the capital of the grand principality was transferred from Turku to Helsinki, which 
was developed along the lines of the Russian capital St. Petersburg. During this period of Russian rule Finland 
enjoyed increasing independence and cultural advancement. Relations with the Russian Empire began to 
deteriorate with belated attempts at Russification at the start of the 20 th century; after the Russian revolution 
Finland declared itself independent with German support in 1917, and in 1918 Friedrich Karl of Hesse-Cassel, 
the brother-in-law of the German emperor Wilhelm II, was elected king. With the final defeat of Germany and 
its allies, foreign pressure demanded the abdication of the king, and just over two months after Friedrich Karl’s 
election as king Finland became a republic. 

The names of the rulers are given in the standard Finnish forms, followed by the respective Swedish, Russian, 
and German forms in italics. The ordinal numbering of rulers follows the historiographical conventions of 
Sweden and Russia. 

Rulers of Finland 

Folkunger House 

1250—1275 Valdemar (Valdemar) ... son of jarl Birger Magnusson; also Sweden; deposed, died 1302 

1275 — 1290 Maunu I (Magnus) ... brother of Valdemar 

1290—1318 Birger (Birger) ... son of Maunu I; deposed, died 1321 

1319—1364 Maunu II (Magnus) ... son of Erik, son of Maunu I; also Sweden; Norway 1319—1355; 
deposed, died 1374 

Eerik XII (Erik) ... son of Maunu II; associated 1344—1356; rival 1 356—1359 

Haakon II (Hdkan) ... son of Maunu II; associated 1362—1364; deposed; Norway 13 55 — 1380 
House of Mecklenburg 

1364—1389 Albrekt (Albrekt) ... son of duke Albrecht II of Mecklenburg-Schwerin by Eufemia, sister of 
Maunu II; also Sweden; deposed, died 1412 

House of Denmark 

1389—1396 Margareeta (Margareta) ... widow of Hakan II; daughter of king Valdemar IV of Denmark; 
Denmark 1387—1396; Norway 1387—1389; abdicated, died 1412 

House of Pomerania 

1396—1439 Eerik XIII (Erik) ... son of duke Warcislaw VII of Pomerania by Maria, daughter of duke 
Heinrich I of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, brother of Albrekt; also Sweden; Norway 13 89— 

1442; Denmark 1396—1440; deposed, died 1459 

1438—1440 (regency of Carl Bonde, son ofKnut Tordsson) 

House ofWittelsbach (Line of the Palatinate-Neumarkt) 

1441 — 1448 Kristoffer (Kristofer) ... son of duke Johann of Neumarkt by Katarzyna, sister of Eerik XIII; 
also Sweden; Denmark 1440—1448; Norway 1442—1448 
1448 (regency of Bengt Oxenstierna and Nils Oxenstierna) 

House of Bonde 

1448—1457 Kaarle VIII (Carl) ... son ofKnut Tordsson; former regent; also Sweden; deposed; Norway 
1449-1450 

1457 (regency of Jons Oxenstierna and Erik Tott) 
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House of Oldenbttrg 

1457—1464 Kristian I (Kristian) ... husband of Dorothea of Brandenburg, widow of Kristoffer; son of 
count Dietrich of Oldenburg; also Sweden; Denmark 1448—1481; Norway 1450—1481; 
deposed, legitimist claimant 1464—1481 
1464 (regency of Kettil Vasa) 

House of Bonde 

1464—1465 Kaarle VIII (Carl) ... restored; also Sweden; deposed 
146 5 (regency of Kettil Vasa) 

146 5 — 1466 (regency of Jons Oxenstierna) 

1466— 1467 (regency of Erik Tott) 

1467— 1470 Kaarle VIII (Carl) ... restored; also Sweden 

1470—1497 (regency of Sten Sture the Elder, son of Gustaf Anundsson) 

House of Oldenburg 

1497—1501 Juhana II (Johan) ... son of Kristian I; also Sweden; legitimist claimant 1481 — 1497; Denmark 
1481 — 1513; Norway 1483 — 1513; deposed, legitimist claimant 1501 —1513 
15 o 1 — 15 o 3 (regency of Sten Sture the Elder) 

1504—1511 (regency of Svante Natt och Dag , son of Nils Bosson) 

1511 (regency of Erik Trolle, son of Arvid Birgersson) 

1512—1510 (regency of Sten Sture the Younger , son of Svante Natt och Dag) 

1520—1521 Kristian II (Kristian) ... son of Juhana II; also Sweden; legitimist claimant 1513 — 1520; Denmark 
1513 —1523; Norway 1513 —1523; legitimist claimant 1521 —1523; deposed, died 1559 
1521 —1523 (regency of Gustaf Vasa, son of Erik Vasa, son of Johan Kristernsson by Birgitta, sister of Sten 
Sture the Elder) 

House of Vasa 

1523 — 1560 Kustaa I (Gustaf) ... son of Erik Vasa; former regent; also Sweden 

1521 — 1568 Eerik XIV (Erik) ... son of Kustaa I; also Sweden; deposed, died 1577 

1568—1592 Juhana III (Johan) ... son of Kustaa I; also Sweden; grand prince of Finland 1 579 

1592—1599 Sigismund (Sigismund) ... son of Juhana III; also Sweden; deposed 1 ; Poland 1587—1632 

1599—1604 (regency of Carl Vasa, son of Kustaa I 1 ) 

1604—1611 Kaarle IX (Carl) ... son of Kustaa I; former regent; also Sweden 
1611—1632 Kustaa II Aadolf (Gustaf Adolf) ... son of Kaarle IX; also Sweden 

1632—1654 Kristiina (Kristina) ... daughter of Kustaa II Aadolf; also Sweden; abdicated, died 1689 

House ofWittelsbach (Line of the Palatinate-Ziveibrucken-Kleebtirg) 

1654—1660 Kaarle X Kustaa (Carl Gustaf) ... son of duke Johann Kasimir of Kleeburg by Katarina, 
daughter of Kaarle IX; also Sweden 
1660—1697 Kaarle XI (Carl) ... son ofKaarle X; also Sweden 
1697—1718 Kaarle XII (Carl) ... son ofKaarle XI; also Sweden 

1718—1720 Ulriika Eleonoora (Ulrika Eleonora) ... daughter ofKaarle XI; also Sweden; abdicated, died 1741 
House of Hesse-Cassel 

1720—1742 Fredrik I (Fredrik) ... husband of Ulriika Eleonoora; son of landgrave Karl of Hesse-Cassel; 
also Sweden; deposed 
House of Holstein-Gottorp 

1742 Pietari (Petr III 3 ) ... son of duke Karl Friedrich of Holstein-Gottorp, son of duke Friedrich IV 

by Hedvig Sophia, daughter ofKaarle XI; elected king; deposed; Russia 1762 

House of Hesse-Cassel 

1742—1751 Fredrik I (Fredrik) ... restored as grand prince; also Sweden 


1 In exile from 1599. 

1 Other than the deposed Sigismund, the legitimist claimant in 1600—1604 was his brother Juhana, a younger 
son of Juhana III; he renounced his claims in 1604 and died 1618. 

J Originally named Karl Peter Ulrich. 
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House of Holstein-Gottorp 

1751 —1771 Aadolf Fredrik I (AdolfFredrik) ... son of Christian August of Holstein Gottorp 4 5 by Albertine, 

daughter of margrave Friedrich Magnus of Bade-Durlach, son of margrave Friedrich VI by 
Kristina, sister of Kaarle IX 

1771 —1792 Kustaa III (Gustaf) ... son of Aadolf Fredrik I 

1792—1809 Kustaa IV Aadolf (GustafAdolf) ... son ofKustaa III; abdicated, died 1837 
House of Russia (Holstein-Gottorp, called Ro?nanov) 

1809—1825 Aleksanteri I (Aleksandr I) ... son of emperor Pavel I of Russia, son of Petr III (Pietari above); 
Russia 1801—1825 

1825 Konstantin (Konstantin) ... brother of Aleksanteri I; also Russia; abdicated, died 18315 
1825 — 1855 Nikolai I (Nikolaj I) ... brother of Aleksanteri I; also Russia 

1855—1881 Aleksanteri II (Aleksandr II) ... son ofNikolai I; also Russia 

1881—1894 Aleksanteri III (Aleksandr III) ... son of Aleksanteri II; also Russia 
1894—1917 Nikolai II (Nikolaj II) ... son of Aleksanteri III; also Russia; abdicated, died 1918 

1917 Mikael (Mihail II) ... son of Aleksanteri III; also Russia; abdicated, died 1918 6 

1917— 1918 (interregnum) 

1918 (regency of Pehr Evind Svinhufvud) 

House of Hesse-Cassel-Rumpenheim 

1918 Fredrik Kaarle (Friedrich Karl) 7 ... son of Friedrich Wilhelm of Hesse 8 by Anna, daughter of 
Karl of Prussia 9 by Maria Luisa, daughter of grand duke Karl Friedrich of Saxe-Weimar- 
Eisenach by Marija, sister ofNikolai I; elected king; abdicated, died 1940 

1918— 1919 (regency of count Carl Gustaf Mannerheim) 

(republic 1919) 


4 Son of duke Christian Albrecht of Holstein-Gottorp. 

5 Although Konstantin had secretly renounced his rights to the throne in 1823, he was proclaimed emperor of 
Russia in absentia in 1825 by government authorities including the future Nikolai I; when Konstantin 
confirmed his renunciation from Warsaw two more times, Nikolai I took the throne and back-dated his 
accession to the death of Aleksanteri I. 

6 On March 15, 1917, Nikolai II abdicated in favor ofhis brother Mikael, who was proclaimed thereby as 
emperor of Russia; some 12 hours later, on March 16, Mikael refused to assume the throne until it were offered 
to him by a Constitutional Assembly, which never happened. 

7 Since he was never quite properly installed, it is unclear precisely what royal name would have been used, but 
both Kaarle I and Vaino I were considered. 

8 Son of Wilhelm of Rumpenheim, son of Friedrich, son of landgrave Friedrich II of Hesse-Cassel. 

9 Son of king Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia. 



